
Oakhill Church School                          
                                       Our Learning in History – Key Stage 1 
Our history curriculum is based on the following principles: 

• Ensure that children have a deep-rooted understanding of history in their local area. 

• This is then broadened to consider the impact of historical periods on Britain, their community and them as children, considering both 

historical periods within this country and in the wider world.  

• Children consider how their lives have changed compared to those of the past, reflecting on the sacrifices made by others to provide 

them with the opportunities for future success. 

• An acknowledgement that children need to revisit and systematically build on their historical knowledge year on year. This recognises 
the fact that for many of our children, school is the main source of this knowledge. To ensure that children build on their knowledge of 
the chronology of historical periods, all year groups will review previous learning, discussing where periods of history already learnt sit 
on a timeline. 

• Children are immersed in age-appropriate historical vocabulary in all year groups to ensure that they have the subject-specific language 
skills required to communicate their understanding. 

• The history curriculum provides real-life opportunities to apply and deepen their skills and knowledge in the core curriculum subjects 
ensuring that they can understand the rationale behind learning in these areas. 

Key:  

 Knowledge 

 Vocabulary 

 Skills  
 



 Overview of Key Stage 1 History Curriculum 
Year A  
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Explorers – around the world in a term 
 
Lives of significant individuals: Christopher Columbus and Robert Falcon 
Scott.  

London’s burning 
What was the impact of the Great Fire of London? 

Events beyond living memory :  Great Fire of London 

How has transport changed? 
Changes within living memory: changes in transport  At the seaside, beside the sea 

 
Changes within living memory: seaside holidays of the past  

Lives of significant individuals:  Grace Darling  
Events beyond living memory: Sinking of Titanic  

Up and away! 
Who has explored space?   

Lives of significant individuals:  Space exploration – Neil Armstrong, Tim Peake, Valentina Tereshkova,                
Yuri Gagarin   

 

Year B  
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Time to remember  
 

Lives of significant individuals/ Events beyond living memory:  Guy Fawkes  
Changes within living memory: What does Remembrance Day celebrate? 

 

How has Oakhill changed? 
 

Historical events, people and places in their locality:   local history – how has Oakhill changed?  

Fairy Tales 
 

Lives of significant individuals: Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II 

How do we keep in touch? 
Changes within living memory: changes in communication  and technology  including William Caxton and 

Tim Berners-Lee  

Toys of the past 
 

Changes within living memory: How have toys changed? 
 

Keeping Healthy 
Who improved nursing?   

Lives of significant individuals: Famous medics – Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole 

 

 



 

Year A  Elm History  Year A  
Unit  London’s burning 

What was the impact of the Great Fire of 
London?  

 
How has transport changed? 

Up and away! 
Who has explored space?   

Curriculum 
Coverage 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods   

• changes within living memory. Where   appropriate, these 
should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. 
Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods. 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievement e.g   Neil 
Armstrong, Tim Peake, Valentina Tereshkova, Yuri Gagarin  . 
Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods   

Writing 
outcome 

Non chronological report about Fire of London  • News report about first flight   • Diary of an astronaut  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

• 2 September 1666 A fire broke out in a bakery on Pudding Lane 
in London 

 

• 6 September 1666 The very last fire was extinguished early in 
the morning by a crew led by Samuel Pepys 

• 3,500 BC The wheel is invented in Iraq  

• 1825 The first passenger railway opens  
• 1885 The car is invented  

• 1900s Electric trams begin running in many towns  

• 1903 First airplane flight - The Wright Brother  

• 1961 Yuri Gagarin became the first human in space and the 
first human to orbit the Earth.  

• 1969 - The Apollo 11 spacecraft landed on the Moon and 
Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the Moon. 

• 1942 first rocket called V2 was launched. 

• 1947 first animals sent to space  
• 1957 Russians launch first satellite into space (Sputnik)  

• 1959 space probe Luna 2 sent into space 

• 1961 Yuri Gagarin becomes first man in space 

• 1963  Valentina Tereshkova first woman in space 
• 1969 Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin set foot on the moon  

• 1973 a Russian probe sent to explore Mars 

• 2015 Tim Peake first British astronaut to visit ISS  

Wider 
knowledge 

• Understand how did the fire start and spread across London. 
 

• Explain how we know about The Great Fire of London. 
 

• Learn how London was rebuilt. 
 
• Compare how we fight fires today compared with how fires 
were fought in 17th century. 

• Learn the different modes of transport and place them on a 
timeline. 

• Understand how cars have changed since they were 
invented including more recent electric cars. (link to trip to 
Haynes Motor Museum) 

• Know who George Stephenson was. 

• Understand how people in history tried to fly and about the 

Wright Brothers.  

• Create timeline of space exploration  
• Learn about Neil Armstrong and first moon landing 

• Learn about other key people who have been to space  

• Learn about Tim Peake and his job on ISS 

• Find out about future space exploration.  

Topic Vocab London  
Fireman  
Fire brigade  
Escape  
Pudding Lane  
Samuel Pepys  
Lord Mayor  
River Thames  
Stuart 

King Charles II  
Plague 
Fire chain  
Gunpowder  
Wealthy  
Un-wealthy  
Possessions 

Motor car  
Automobile  
Penny farthing  
Steam train  
Steam ship  
Hot air balloon  
Transport 

Bicycle  
Tram  
Rocket  
Horse and carriage  
Aeroplane  
George Stephenson  
The Wright brothers  
Canal boat 

Launched 
Rocket  
Astronaut 
Space 
Satellite 
Space probe  
International space station  

Skills as a 
historian  

• Describe some of the many changes over time that have happened since they were born. 

• Give examples of things that were different when my grandparents were children. 

• Answer questions by using sources such as an information book,  artefacts and  photographs 

• Share their opinion and their opinion of others. 
• Give an opinion about an historical event, based on the evidence they have studied (primary sources). 

• Give an opinion on whose achievements have had the greatest effect. 

• Research the life of someone who used to live in their area and the difference they have made. 

• Find out about the past by talking to an older person 



 

Year A  Elm History Year B 
Unit  How has Oakhill changed? Keeping in touch 

How has communication changed? 
Keeping Healthy  

Who improved nursing?   
Curriculum 
Coverage 

 

Historical events, people and places in their locality:   
local history  

 
Changes within living memory: changes in communication  and 

technology  including William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee  
 

 
Lives of significant individuals: Famous medics – Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell  

Writing 
outcome 

 
Letter to a friend about Oakhill 

 
News report about creation of the telephone or internet 

 
Non chronological report about Florence Nightingale 

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

• 1767 Oakhill brewery opened 

• 1925 fire at Brewery 

• 2004 brewery finally closed 

• 2013/2014-  brewery converted to houses  

 1516 Royal Mail formed 
1845 Telegrams started 
1876 Telephone invented by Alexander Graham Bell 
1971 first email sent 
1973 very first mobile phone 
1989 Tim Berners Lee invented the internet 
1990s mobile phones became more popular  
1992 first text message 
2000s emails became more popular 

1805 Mary Seacole born 
1820 Florence Nightingale born 
1853 Crimean War began (lasted 3 years) 
1857 A book about Mary Seacole published 
1865 Edith Cavell born 
1881 Mary Seacole died 
1907 Florence Nightingale awarded Order of Merit medal  
1910 Florence Nightingale died  
1914 WWI began  
1915 Edith Cavell died (she was shot)  

Wider 
knowledge 

• Compare current maps of Oakhill and old maps of Oakhill 

• Compare today to old photos of Oakhill including pictures of 
school 

• Identify which are the oldest buildings in the village 

• What shops used to be in Oakhill  

• Discuss brewery 

• Discuss railway station at Binegar  

• Create a timeline of how messages have been / are sent 

• Similarities and differences between different methods of 
communications 

• What are problems with some forms of communication? 

• Discuss morse code  

• What did Florence Nightingale do to improve nursing and 
hospital care?  

• Who was Mary Seacole and what did she do for medicine?  
• Who was Edith Cavell and how did she help soldiers? 

• Compare the lives of these three nurses and the impact they 
had  

Topic Vocab Brewery 
Photographs 
Maps 
Similarities 
Differences  

Messengers 
Carrier pigeons 
Letters 
Royal Mail 
Telegrams 
Telephone 
Internet 
Mobile phones 

Text message 
Morse code  
Chronological order  
Alexander Graham Bell# 
Emails 
Communication 
Tim Berners Lee 
 

Crimean war  
War 
Medicine 
Herbal remedies  
Wounded 
Soldiers 
Jamaican 
Lady of the Lamp 
 

Significant  
Overcrowded 
Founder 
World War 1 
Nurse  
Patients  
hospitals 
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  • Describe some of the many changes over time that have happened since they were born. 

• Give examples of things that were different when my grandparents were children. 

• Answer questions by using sources such as an information book, artefacts and  photographs 

• Share their opinion and their opinion of others. 

• Give an opinion about an historical event, based on the evidence they have studied (primary sources). 
• Give an opinion on whose achievements have had the greatest effect. 

• Research the life of someone who used to live in their area and the difference they have made. 

• Find out about the past by talking to an older person 



 

Year A  Chestnut Year A  
Unit  Explorers - around the world in a term At the seaside, beside the sea 

Unit 
Coverage 

Lives of significant individuals: Christopher Columbus and Robert Falcon Scott. 
• When did the individual live? – chronology   

• Why is this individual remembered? 
• What were the most important events in his/her life?  

• What were some of the features of the society when she/he lived? 

 
Changes within living memory: seaside holidays of the past  

Lives of significant individuals:  Grace Darling  
Events beyond living memory: Sinking of Titanic 

Writing 
outcome 

Diary of an explorer Postcard home from a seaside holiday in the past 

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

Columbus 

• Born in Italy 1451                       Died 1506 

• He set sail on August 3, 1492 with three ships named the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. 

• On October 12, 1492 land was spotted. 
 

Scott 

• Born 1868      died March 1912 

• Led 2 expeditions to Antarctic 1901-1904  and 1910  

Titanic   
Jan 1912: Only 16 wooden lifeboats are fitted on-board the Titanic.  
10/04/1912: Passengers in Southampton, England, board the ship and the Titanic begins her maiden voyage. 
11/04/1912: After stopping in France, the Titanic picks up more passengers in Queenstown, Ireland.  
14/04/1912: Throughout the day seven iceberg warnings are received.  
14/04/1912: The iceberg strikes the Titanic on the right side of her bow. 15/04/1912: The Titanic Sinks 
Grace Darling  
Born in Northumberland 24th November 1815 
Grace died 1841 (3 years after rescue)aged 26  

Wider 
knowledge 

Columbus  

• Columbus best known for discovering America  (making regular contact between Europe and America)  
• Before his exploration Columbus lived in Lisbon and worked as a trader. He learned how to make maps 

and navigate ships.  

• Columbus and his brother, Bartholomew, knew that there were great riches to be had in China and East 
Asia. However, traveling overland by the Silk Road was dangerous and a sea route around Africa seemed 
much too long. Columbus thought he could sail straight to China by crossing the Atlantic Ocean. 

•  It would turn out that Columbus was wrong. The Earth was much larger than he thought and there was 
another land, the Americas, between Europe and Asia. 

• Columbus spent years trying to convince someone to pay for his voyage 

• 36 days into his voyage Bahamas was spotted.  
• He sailed to America four times. After his fourth trip he became ill.  

 
Scott 
• Went on expedition to find out more about animals, weather and land of Antarctica  

• They also wanted to be first to South Pole  

• Reached South Pole Jan 1912 (but a team had beat them there already)  

• Died on return journey  

What happened from the iceberg to sinking?  
12:00am: The captain is told the ship can only stay afloat for a couple of hours.  
12:25am: The lifeboats begin loading women and children first. The Carpathia, southeast of the Titanic by 
about 58 miles, picks up the distress call.  
12:45am: The first lifeboat is safely lowered away with only 28 of the 65 seats filled.  
2:05am: The last lifeboat departs, leaving over 1,500 people on the sinking ship. The tilt of Titanic's deck grows 
ever steeper.  
2:20am: The Titanic's broken-off stern settles back into the water, becoming more level for a few minutes. 
Slowly fills with water and tilts its end high into the air before sinking into the sea. People in the water slowly 
freeze to death. 8:50am: The Carpathia leaves the area bound for New York. She has on board 705 survivors of 
the Titanic disaster. 
 
Grace Darling  
Her Dad was a lighthouse keeper on an island in the Farne Islands  
On 7th September 1838 a boat with 60 passengers hit the rocks  
The next day Grace and her family rescued 10 people who had survived  
 
Seasides in the past  
 

Topic Vocab Discovered                                                                             Atlantic Ocean 
Voyage                                                                                    China  
Exploration                                                                             expedition 
Trader                                                                                     South Pole  

Titanic 
Iceberg, propeller, Atlantic lifeboat, first class, second class, third class, unsinkable, life-belt, survivors, Captain 
Edward J Smith, passengers, White Star Line, disaster 
Lighthouse     Northumberland     rescue     survivor      bravery    
Seabathing       bathing machines  

Skills as a 
historian  

EYFS Y1 

• Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

• They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this.  
• They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions. 

• Answer questions using artefacts, photographs and other historical resources. 

• Share their opinion and their opinion of others. 
• Give an opinion based on evidence they have looked at. 

• Describe some of the many changes over time that have happened since they were born 

• Give examples of things that were different when my grandparents were children. 



 

Year B Chestnut Year B  
Unit  Time to remember  

 
Fairy Tales 

 
Toys of the past  

 
Curriculum 
Coverage 

Lives of significant individuals/ Events beyond living memory:  
 Guy Fawkes  

Changes within living memory: What does Remembrance Day 
celebrate? 

Lives of significant individuals: Queen Victoria and Queen 
Elizabeth II 

Changes within living memory: How have toys changed? 

Writing 
outcome 

Poems about poppies/ fireworks  Diary of a Queen  Letter to a friend describing an old toy they have found  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

13/04/1570: Guy Fawkes was born in York.  
24/03/1603: King James I is crowned King of England.  
20/05/1604: Guy Fawkes, Robert Gatesby and several other men meet in 
the Duck and Drake pub for the first time to begin to discuss their plan.  
March 1605: The group rent a cellar under the House of Lords and hide 36 

barrels of Gunpowder under bundles of firewood.  
26/10/1605: Lord Monteagle receives a letter warning him not to attend 
the opening of Parliament on 5th November 1605.  
01/05/1605: King James I is shown the letter received by Lord Monteagle.  
04/11/1605: Robert Cecil, the Secretary of State, orders a search under 
the Houses of Parliament.  
05/11/1605: Guy Fawkes is arrested and taken to the Tower of London. 
31/01/1606: Guy Fawkes is executed for treason.  
 
1914- 1918 WWI 
1939-1945 - WWII 

  Queen Victoria’s life  b. 24 May 1819, d. 22 Jan 1901 
1837 Became Queen  (aged 18) 
1840 Married Prince Albert  (had 9 children)  
 
 

1952 Queen Elizabeth II 
 

Victorian toys 
Early 20th century toys 
Grandparent’s toys  
Parent’s toys 
 toys today 

 
 

Wider 
knowledge 

 
What was The Gun Powder Plot? 

• Learn why the Catholics want to get rid of the Protestant King.  
• Explore why they want to blow up the Houses of Parliament. 
• Understand how the king found out about the plot. 

What was the Punishment? 
• What is the Tower of London?  

• Understand what happened to Guy Fawkes. 

Focus One: Royal Family  

• What is the current Royal Family tree?  

• What is the Queen’s job?  

• Castles – What are the features and purposes of castles?  
 

Focus Two: Queen Victoria and her reign  
• What was the Victorian era ?  

• Who was Queen Victoria married to?  

• What did the Victorians do for us? 
 
Focus three: Compare Queen Victoria’s life and Queen Elizabeth’s life.  

How can we find out what toys were like in the past? 
 
Important changes: 

• Technology 

• Safety rules 

• Materials 
• Attitudes  

 

Topic Vocab Gunpowder plot                               Guy Fawkes                             Bonfire 
Houses of Parliament                      Guard                                       Catholic 
Prison                                                 Execution                                
Remembrance  

Royal Monarch                       banquet                               Windsor Castle  
family crest                         Queen Victoria                           reign 

Oldest, newest, modern, Victorian, 20th Century,  

 EYFS Y1 

Skills as a 
historian  

• Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

• They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. 

• They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

• Answer questions using artefacts, photographs and other historical resources. 

• Share their opinion and their opinion of others. 

• Give an opinion based on evidence they have looked at. 

• Describe some of the many changes over time that have happened since they were born.# 
• Give examples of things that were different when my grandparents were children. 



 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

V
o
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now 
then 
today  
yesterday tomorrow 
day  
week  
long ago  
old/new 
parent 
grand parent  
lifetime 
calendar 
memory 
remember 
 

 

the present 
the past  
the future 
date  
month 
year  
modern  
recent 
long ago 
timeline  
order  
similar 
different 
important 
clue  
living memory  
grandparents’ time  
great grand parents’ time 
memories 
artefact 
 
I know… 

 

decade  
century 
generation era/period  
circa 
period 
chronological order  
significant 
king/queen 
rule 
reign 
nation 
investigate  
research  
historian 
museum  
evidence 
source 
similarities  
differences 
I know…because 

 


