
 

 

Oakhill Church School 
Our Learning in Religious Education  

 

Our RE curriculum is based on the following principles: 

• To develop pupil’s understanding of Christianity as a living world faith, by exploring core theological concepts. 

• To enable pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of biblical texts and understanding their impact in the lives of Christians. 

• To learn about and from the diversity of faith and beliefs in their local, wider, British and global communities. 

• To develop both respect and sensitivity to other people’s beliefs and values. 

• To express their own ideas and responses in a variety of ways such as creative writing, oral work, the use of ICT, drama, story and music. 

• To develop the ability to produce reasoned, thoughtful arguments and well-substantiated conclusions, especially when engaging with questions of meaning 

and ethical issues. 

• To mature in their spiritual moral, social and cultural development by reflecting upon and evaluate the role of religion and belief in the world today. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 Overview of Key Stage 1 RE Curriculum -  unit  summary 
Year A  

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Chestnut 
(for 2020-

2021) 
 

God / Creation-UC – 
FS Core learning 

Why is the word ‘God’ 
so important to 

Christians? 
 

 

Incarnation- UC 
Core learning 

Why do Christians perform 
Nativity plays at Christmas? 

 
Links to: Special times: 
Christmas/ festivals from one 
other faith (Hannukah) AMV 
F:Special times 1  

AMV F:3 Special places 
 
 Church building/ place of 
worship from one other faith e.g. 
Synagogue – Judaism – compare 
and contrast to Oakhill Church 

 
What do special places say about 

what we and other people 
believe is important? 

 

Easter / festivals from one other 
faith (e.g. Passover) 

AMV F: Special times 2 
 

Why do Christian people remember 
and celebrate Easter? 

 
Why do Jews remember and 

celebrate Passover? 

Special me: Who are we? AMV F:1 
 
 

What things are special to us? What 
do they say about what we believe is 

important? 

AMV F: Special stories: Jesus 
 

What did Jesus teach us?  

Elm                
(for 

2020-
2021) 

 
 

What do Christians 
believe about God? 

AMV 1:1 
 

 
 

What do Christians believe 
about Jesus? (incarnation) 

AMV 1:2 
 

 
 

What do Jewish people believe 
about the Torah?  AMV 1:6 

 

 
Salvation- UC 

Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
 

AMV 1:4   What do Christians believe about salvation? 

 
God- UC – digging deeper 

What do Christians believe God is 
like? (Focus on parables) 

    

Year B  
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Chestnut 
(Taught 

2019-2020)  

AMV F:5 Special 
stories: God 
 
and 
 
God / Creation-UC – 
digging deeper 
 
 

How can we care for 
our wonderful world? 
 

 

Incarnation- UC - digging 
deeper 
 
What makes every single 
person unique and precious?  

 

AMV F:3 Special places 
 
Church building/ place of worship 
from one other faith e.g. Mosque 
– Islam compare and contrast 
with Humanism and Christian – 
Wells Cathedral  
   
 
What do special places say about 

what we and other people 
believe is important? 

 

Salvation-  UC  Core learning 
 
 

Why do Christians put a cross 
in an Easter garden?  

God UC (Y1/2) Core learning  
 
 
 

What do Christians believe God is 
like?  

Gospel (Y1/2) Core learning 
 
 
 

What is the good new Jesus brings?  

Elm 
(taught 

2019-2020)  

Creation-UC 
Who made the world? 

Incarnation- UC 
Why does Christmas matter to 

Christians? 

What do Jewish people believe about God and the Covenant?            AMV 
1:5 

 

Gospel- UC digging deeper  - What is 
the good new Jesus brings? 

What do Christians believe about 
love? (Agape) 

AMV 1:3 

 

 



 

Year A  Chestnut RE  Year A  
Unit  God and Creation- 

Why is the word God 
so important for 

Christians? 
(UC core learning )  

Incarnation – Why do 
Christians perform 

Nativity plays at 
Christmas?                                  

(AMV Special times 1)  

What do special places say 
about what we and other 

people believe is important? 
(AMV F:3 Special places) 

 
 

Why do Christian people 
remember and celebrate 

Easter? 
 

Why do Jews remember and 
celebrate Passover? 

(AMV F: Special times 2) 
 

What things are special to 
us? What do they say 

about what we believe is 
important? 

(Special me: Who are we? 
AMV F:1) 

 

What did Jesus teach 
us? 

(AMV F: Special stories: 
Jesus) 

 

Knowledge  • Understand that God is a 
very important person for 
Christians. 

• How do Christians show 
this?  

• Explain why Harvest 
festival is important for 
Christians.  

• Children retell the story of 
creation.  

• Begin to explain how 
Christians learn about 
God through Jesus’s 
stories.  

• Christians believe  The stories 
of Jesus’ birth take on such 
huge significance because for 
them he is not just a special 
baby, nor even a ‘royal baby’, 
but a completely human baby 
who is God ‘in the flesh’, and 
who they call ‘God’s Son’. 

• Understand the different 
people in the nativity story.  

• Presents are an important part 
of Christmas, a reminder of 
the gifts of the Wise Men to 
Jesus, but for Christians, 
presents are also a reminder 
of the greatest gift: the gift of 
Jesus, God’s Son. 

• Explain that many Christians 
like to do something to help 
others over Christmas. 
 
 
AMV 

• Children can retell the 
Christmas story. 

• Explain what this story from 
the Bible says about why 
Christmas is a special time to 
Christians. 

• Explain what the Christmas 
story says about Jesus. 

 

• Explain how Jews celebrate 
Hanukah.  

• Compare the Christian festival 
of Christmas and Jewish 
festival of Hanukah. (AMV 
unit)  

• Explain what special places say about 
what we and other people believe is 
important? 

• Explain how we look after special 
places? 

• Learn about different Christian places 
of worship – focus Oakhill  

• Discuss why do Christians go to 
Church? 

• Discuss what things we can find 
there. 

• Explain what a Church tells us about 
what Christians do and believe. 

• Explain how Christians welcome 
children into the Christian church 
family.  

• Children identify some of the objects 
used at baptism.  

• Learn about Jewish places of worship 

• What does this tell us about what 
matters most to Jewish people? 
 

• Explain what the Passover festival 
is. 

• Explain what Jewish people do 
remember and celebrate the 
Passover festival.  

• What does it say to them about 
what is most important to them 
today? 

• Explain why Easter is the most 
important Christian festival 

• Explain what Christian people do 
to remember and celebrate. 

•  What does it say to them about 
what is most important to them 
today? 

• Children can explain what 
things makes us who we are. 

• Children can explain what 
things are most important to 
them.  

• Explain how things they think 
are important can show what 
they believe is important.  

• Explain who is important to 
them. 

• Explain why Jesus is important 
to Christians.  

• Christians find out about what 
God is like and how he wants 
people to live from the Bible. 

• Explain what is special about 
belonging to our community. 

•  Explain why some people like 
to belong to a place of worship.  

• Christians find out about 
what Jesus is like and how 
he wants people to live 
from the Bible. 

• Explain why Jesus wanted 
to talk to crowds of people. 

• How did Jesus know what 
would happen in his 
stories?  

• Children explain through 
story (House on the rock) 
why it is important for 
Christians to follow Jesus’ 
teaching.  

• Explain through story what 
Jesus taught about helping 
others.  

• Give reasons why some 
people pray.  

• Explain  different ways can 
we show love and not be 
unkind.  



 

 

 

 

 

 Chestnut RE Year B 
Unit  How can we care for our 

wonderful world? 
(God / Creation-UC- 

digging deeper)   
 
 

What makes every single 
person unique and 

precious? 
(Incarnation- UC - digging 

deeper) 
 

What do special places say about 
what we and other people 

believe is important? 
(AMV F:3 Special places- 

compare Muslim and Humanism) 
 

Why do Christians put a 
cross in an Easter garden? 

( Salvation-  UC  Core 
learning) 

 

What do Christians 
believe God is like?      
(God UC (Y1/2) Core 

learning) 
 

What is the good new 
Jesus brings?                      

(Gospel (Y1/2) Core 
learning) 

 

Knowledge  AMV 

• Children reflect on our 
wonderful world. 

• Children can retell the 
creation story 

• Children can explain what was 
made on each of the six days 
of creation. 

• What do Jews and Christians 
believe God want people to do 
about caring for God's world? 

• What has the creation story 
got to do with resting? 

 
 
• Christians believe that God is 

‘the Father almighty, the 
Creator of heaven and earth’, 

who created the world from 
nothing. 

• Christians believe they are 
called by God to care for the 
world. 

• Christians believe they should 
give thanks to God for his 
good gifts; at Harvest, for 
example. 

 

• Discuss that Christians 
believe that if God was 
prepared to send his Son to 
live as a human, it must be 
because he loves humans, 
and because we are worth 
it. If that is the case, all 
people are precious and we 
should all treat each other 
well. 

• Discuss that for Christians, 
each individual human is 
unique, and known and 
loved unconditionally by 
God. 

• Read/tell the story together 
of Jesus welcoming the 
children (Mark 10:13–16).  
Explain how Christians 
believe Jesus’ life shows just 
how important all people 
are.  

• Tell stories of being lost and 
being found. Discus you are 
precious to someone! 

• Find out what happened 
when Jesus got lost (Luke 
2:41–51). 

• Discuss actions people do to 
welcome others.  

• How do some people give 
thanks for the birth of their 
baby in a church? (baptism) 

• Explain what special places say about 
what we and other people believe is 
important? 

• Explain how we look after special 
places? 

• Learn about different Christian places 
of worship -focus Wells Cathedral  

• Discuss why do Christians go to 
Church? 

• Discuss what things we can find 
there. 

• Explain what a Church tells us about 
what Christians do and believe. 

• Explain how Christians welcome 
children into the Christian church 
family.  

• Children identify some of the objects 
used at baptism.  

• Learn about Jewish places of worship 
What does this tell us about what matters 

most to Jewish people? 

• Discuss what the Bible says 
about the last days of Jesus’ 
ministry on Earth, from Palm 
Sunday to Jesus’ resurrection. 

• Explain why the palm cross is a 
special symbol. 

• Discuss that or Christians, Easter 
is the most important festival of 
the year and why it is a happy 
occasion.  

• Explain how Christians use 
crosses to celebrate Easter at 
home and at church? 

• Discuss why Christians might 
make an Easter garden and what 
is symbolises.  

• Pupils know that Christians 
believe in God and that they 
find out about him in the 
Bible.   

• They know that a parable is 
‘a story (in this case told by  

Jesus) to help people 
understand ideas’. They can 
find and say what some of 
these ideas are in the parable 
of the Lost Son and/or the 
Story of Jonah.   

• They know that Christians 
believe that God is loving 
kind forgiving and fair. They 
know that Christians 
worship God and pray to 
him. 

• Identify different types of 
prayer i.e. Praise: saying 
sorry: asking: and saying 
thank you.    

• Explain that Christians 
believe that Jesus brings 
the good news (Gospel) 
and that God loves them 
and he will forgive them 
when they go wrong.  

• Understand  that 
Christians believe that by 
forgiving they will find 
peace in their own lives, 
with others, and with 
God.   

• Discuss that Christians 
believe Jesus’ teachings 
make people think hard 
about how to live and 
show them the right 
way. 

• Tell the story of the 
calling of Matthew 
(including why the tax 
collector was unpopular, 
and how people reacted) 
the tax collector and that 
Jesus chose as his closest 

friends (disciples) many 
who were friendless.   

• Discuss that Christians 
will pray to God prayers 
to say sorry to ask for 
things to say thank you.   



 

 

 

 Elm RE Year A 
Unit   

 
What do Christians 
believe about God? 

AMV 1:1 
 

 
 

What do Christians believe 
about Jesus? (incarnation)                 

AMV 1:2 
 

 
 

What do Jewish people believe 
about the Torah?  AMV 1:6 

 

 
Salvation- UC 

Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
 

AMV 1:4   What do Christians believe about 
salvation? 

 
God- UC – digging deeper 
What do Christians believe 

God is like? (Focus on 
parables) 

Knowledge  • Explain why the Bible is 
important to Christians. 

• Explain the difference 
between the Old 
Testament and New 
Testament 

• Explain why is the Old 
Testament of the Bible 
holy to both Christians 
and Jews? 

• Retell the Creation story.  
• Explain that Christians 

believe that God expects 
humans to care for His 
world because it belongs 
to God and suggest ways 
we can care for the world.  

• Explain why Christians 
celebrate Harvest.  

• Explain ways in which 
Christians celebrate 
Harvest. 

• Explain through stories 
what Jesus taught us 
about everyday living: 
-  Forgiveness-  Lost 

Son 
- God as Protector-  

The Lord is my 
shepherd 

- Saying thankyoo – 
10 men with 
disease. 

• Explain why Christians 
pray 

• Explain why Christians 
think God is almighty.  

• Retell the Christmas story. 

• Begin to infer feelings of characters 
within the Christmas story.  

• Explain that for Christians Jesus is the 
most important person. 

• Explain that the Christmas story is 
found in the Old Testament of the 
Bible.  

• Discuss that Christians believe  Jesus is 
Immanuel which means God with us. 

• Discuss that Christians believe God as 
Father Son and Holy Spirit - one God in 
three persons. 

• Retell the story  of Jesus’ baptism.  

• Create a representation of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit and 
remember that this is called the Trinity. 

• Through the story of The Storm on the 
Lake understand that Christians believe 
God is with them and this can provide 
comfort.  

• Discuss what does the Bible story of 
Jesus healing the paralysed man say 
about who Jesus is? 

• Discuss that Christians believe that, 
because he is God's son, Jesus is always 
with them. Whatever the problem, they 
believe that they can ask him for help. 

• Discuss what does the Bible story of 
Jesus turning water into wine say about 
who Jesus is and what he is like? 

 

• Explain what ‘The Torah"? is and why 
is reading and obeying "The Torah" 
so important to Jewish people?  It 
teaches Jews what God is like and 
how they should live their lives 

• Know that it contains the first 5 
books of the Hebrew Bible. 

• Understand how special the Torah is 
for Jews: The Torah is read every 
week in the synagogue. Explain 
practices involved in reading the 
Torah. 

• Discuss how Jews are reminded of 
the laws through the mezuzah.  

• Discuss that one day a week Jews 
observe the Sabbath: they rest, have 
a meal on Friday evening with their 
family. Jews believe that bringing the 
family together once a week when 
no one works is important. 

• Discuss what do the things Jews do 
on the Shabbat "say" to them about 
what God is like and the way He 
wants people to live? 

• Explain the main customs in a Jewish 
wedding? Why do Jews do these 
things - what do they mean and what 
has all this got to do with obeying 
God's Law - Torah, and Jewish beliefs 
about what is best for all people? 

• Know that Easter is very important in the ‘Big story’ of 
the Bible.   

• Sequence and explain the outline of events inc: Entry 
in Jerusalem; The last Supper: Jesus arrest and 
betrayal: He was put on trial; He was crucified: He 
came back to life and appeared to Mary Magdalene.  

• Discuss that Christians believe that Jesus is willing to 
forgive all people even those that put him on the 
cross. That Jesus did this to build a bridge between 
man and God. By rising from the dead he gives 
Christians a hope in a new life.  

• Begin to make link between Easter and the idea of 
Salvation (Jesus rescuing people). 

• Discuss that Christians believe in life after death and 
suggest ways they may show this.  

• Explain some of the ways its local church celebrates 
Easter.    

• Discuss that Christians believe in 
God, and that they find out about 
God in the Bible. 

• Explain that Christians believe 
God is loving, kind, fair and 
forgiving, and also Lord and King. 

• Discuss some stories show these 
Christian beliefs. 

• Explain that Christians worship 
God and try to live in ways that 
please him. 

• Tell the key points of the story of 
Jonah from the Bible, and 
recognise a link with the concept 
of God. 

• Give an example of a way in which 
Christians use the story of Jonah 
to guide their beliefs about God, 
for example, seeing God as Lord, 
i.e. in control of events and being 
fair: God wants to save the people 
of Nineveh. 

• Pupils give at least two examples 
of how Christians put their beliefs 
into practice in worship: for 
example, using the story in 
church, in art. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elm RE Year B  
Unit  Creation-UC 

Who made the world? 
Incarnation- UC 

Why does Christmas matter to 
Christians? 

What do Jewish people believe about God and 
the Covenant?       

 AMV 1:5 
 

Gospel- UC digging deeper  - 
What is the good new Jesus 

brings? 

What do Christians believe 
about love? (Agape) 

AMV 1:3 

Knowledge  • Explain that Christians 
believe that God created 
the universe. That the 
earth and everything in it 
are important to God. 

• Recognise that ‘Creation’ 
is the beginning of the ‘big 
story’ of the Bible. 

• Identify the sequence of 
the creation story and 
know the importance 
Christians attach to a day 
of rest.   

• Discuss that Christians 
believe that God has a 
unique relationship with 
human beings as their 
creator and sustainer. 

• Explain that Christians 
believe they should give 
thanks to God for his 
creation and that Harvest 
Festival is a time to do 
this.    

• Explain that Christians 
believe they should care 
for the world because it 
belongs to God. They can 
give an example.   

•  

• Discuss that Christians celebrate 
Jesus’ birth; Advent for Christians is a 
time for getting ready for Jesus’ 
coming.   

• Explain that Christians believe that 
Jesus is God. They know the birth 
narrative i.e. The Angel appeared to 
Mary, Mary and Joseph travelled to 
Bethlehem where Jesus was born as 
a baby and he was placed in a 
manger. Angels appeared to the 
shepherds.  The wise men brought 
gifts.   

• Discuss that the Bible points out that 
his birth showed that he was 
extraordinary (e.g. he is worshipped 
as a king in Matthew) and that he 
came to bring good news (e.g. to the 
poor in Luke)   

• Begin to use the term incarnation 
talk about examples of how this 
theme has been explore in art and 
music (including hymns) by 
Christians.  

• Explain that stories of Jesus’ life 
come from the Gospels. 

• Give examples of ways in which 
Christians use the story of the 
nativity to guide their beliefs and 
actions at Christmas. 

• Explain what they personally 
have to be thankful for at 
Christmas time. 

• Explain what Jew find fun at Rosh Hashanah. What do 
Jewish people think about at this special time? 

• Discuss why it is so important to say sorry and how Yom 
Kippur is a special time for Jews to say sorry to people 
and to God.  

• Discuss how do you feel when you have said sorry and 
been forgiven? How do you think Jewish people feel to 
know that God loves them and forgives them? 

• Explain what does the festival of Sukkot says about what 
God is like and what the Torah says is important to him. 

• Explore what is so important about Bar and Bat mitzvah 
and what has this got to do with Jewish beliefs about 
their covenant relationship with God and obedience to 
the Torah (God's law) 

• Discuss why does it matter to Christians and Jews to 
believe that God created our world (and everything 
else!) and what responsibilities does this bring? 

• Explore what does the story of King David say about 
worrying about what people think about how we look?  

• Explore why did King Solomon ask God to give him 
wisdom? Was this a good choice?  

 

• Discuss that Christians believe Jesus 
brings good news for all people. 

• Explain that for Christians, this good 
news includes being loved by God, and 
being forgiven for bad things. 

• Discuss that Christians believe Jesus is a 
friend to the poor and friendless. 

• Explain that Christians believe Jesus’ 
     teachings make people think hard     
     about how to live and show them the  
     right way. 

• Describe how Christians show their 
beliefs: for example, thanking God in 
prayer. 

• Give at least two examples of ways in 
which Christians use Bible stories and 
texts to guide their beliefs about 
prayer, in their church communities 
and their own lives. 

• Tell stories from the Bible and 
recognise a link with a concept: for 
example, the idea of ‘good news’ links 
to the practice of being thankful. 

• Pupils reflect on the things that matter 
in life.  

• Discuss what Agape is. The Bible 
word for a special kind of love.  
This is about being kind to anyone 
that needs our help. Even people 
we don’t know. 

• Explain the meaning of the Good 
Samaritan and what it teaches 
Christians.  

• Discuss Jesus’ actions in the story 
of Zacchaeus and what it teaches 
Christians.  

• Explain what a disciple is and 
explain what sort of people Jesus 
chose to be his special friends. 

• Through the story of the 
Unmerciful Servant  explore the 
Christian belief that, just as God 
gives unconditional forgiveness to 
them, they should forgive others. 

• Discuss what the Lord’s prayer 
says about forgiveness? 

• Explain what the story of Jesus 
feeding the 5,000 say about who 
Christians believe he is.  

• Discuss the meaning of the 
parable of the Selfish farmer and 
suggest what he could have done 
instead.  


