
Oakhill Church School                          
                                       Our Learning in History 
Our history curriculum is based on the following principles: 

• Ensure that children have a deep-rooted understanding of history in their local area. 

• This is then broadened to consider the impact of historical periods on Britain, their community and them as children, considering both 

historical periods within this country and in the wider world.  

• Children consider how their lives have changed compared to those of the past, reflecting on the sacrifices made by others to provide 

them with the opportunities for future success. 

• An acknowledgement that children need to revisit and systematically build on their historical knowledge year on year. This recognises 
the fact that for many of our children, school is the main source of this knowledge. To ensure that children build on their knowledge of 
the chronology of historical periods, all year groups will review previous learning, discussing where periods of history already learnt sit 
on a timeline. 

• Children are immersed in age-appropriate historical vocabulary in all year groups to ensure that they have the subject-specific language 
skills required to communicate their understanding. 

• The history curriculum provides real-life opportunities to apply and deepen their skills and knowledge in the core curriculum subjects 
ensuring that they can understand the rationale behind learning in these areas. 

Key:  

 Knowledge 

 Vocabulary 

 Skills  
 



 Overview of Key Stage 2 History Curriculum 
Year A  
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British History: Who first lived in Britain? 
 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
 
 

 

World History: What was life like for the Ancient Egyptians? 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

World History: Who were the Maya and what happened to 
them around AD 900? 

 

• a non-European society that provides contrast with 
British history - Mayan civilization c. AD 900 

British History: Local history study - History of Shepton 
Mallet – How has Shepton Mallet changed? 
• a local history study of local area and changes which have 

occurred over time.  
 

World History: Who were the Ancient Greeks and what 
influence did they have? 

 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world 

British History: What was it like for those at home  in 
Britain  during World War II? 

 
a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

British History: What was life like in Anglo Saxon Britain? 
 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 

 
 
 

 Local history study: What was the importance of the 
mining industry to Radstock and surrounding area? 
 

• a study over time tracing how several aspects of 
national history are reflected in the locality 

• a study of an aspect of history that is significant in the 
locality 

 

Year B  
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British History: What did the Romans do for Bath? 
 

the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

British History: Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 
 

Viking invasion and Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England.   

 
 
 

(Single age class – see Year A) 
 
 

British History: What have been the key changes in fashion in 
Britain from 1066 to the present day? 

 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

 

British History: How has crime and punishment changed from 
Roman times to today? 

• Study an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 such as 
crime and punishment from the Anglo-Saxons to the 
present. 
 

• Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British history. 

British History: How did transport change during Victorians 
times? 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

 
 

 



 

Year A  Maple History Year A  
Unit  Who first lived in Britain? History of Shepton Mallet – How has Shepton Mallet 

changed? 
What was life like in Anglo Saxon Britain?  

Curriculum 
Coverage 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
a local history study (A depth study linked to one of the British 
areas of study) 

a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality 
a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 
that is significant in the locality 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 

Writing 
outcome   

News report about the finding of Skara Brae  Non chronological report / explanation text about Shepton Mallet has 
changed over time.  

Diary of an Anglo Saxon raider  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

3,000 BC New Stone Age begins: farming people arrive from 
Europe. First stone circles erected. 
2,100 BC Bronze Age begins  
2,000 BC Stonehenge completed 
750 BC Iron Age began. Iron replaces bronze as most useful 
metal. 

750 BC Iron Age began. Iron replaces bronze as most useful metal. 
43 AD – 400 AD Roman occupation 
19th and 20th century industries  

350 Anglo-Saxons raid English settlements and are beaten back by the 
Romans  
410 Romans Leave England and England shores are unprotected  
449 – 550 Arrival of Jutes from Jutland, Angles from South of Denmark and 
Saxons from Germany.  
450 Saxons, from Germany, settle in Kent.  
556 Seven kingdoms are created across Britain  
597 St Augustine brings Christianity to Britain from Rome  
617 Northumbria becomes the Supreme Kingdom  
779 Mercia becomes the Supreme Kingdom and King Offa builds a Dyke 
along the Welsh Border 

Wider 

knowledge 

Focus One: What is Skara Brae?  

• Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers   • Early farmers  
Focus Two: What was the Bronze Age?  

• Religion   • Technology   • Travel, for example, Stonehenge  
Focus Three: What was the Iron Age?  

• Hill forts   • Farming   • Art and culture 

Evidence of local history and create timeline  

• Iron Age remains at Maesbury Castle 

• Roman Fosse Way – evidence at Beacon Hill 

• The name "Shepton" derives from the Anglo-Saxon name "Sceapton" or 
Sheep Fold.  

• Shepton evolved into a prosperous market town, earning its wealth from 
the woollen trade. 

• The River Sheppey flows through the heart of Shepton Mallet and acted 
as an important source of energy for the woollen and silk mills.   

• The 19th century heralded the increasing importance of the brewing 
industry in Shepton Mallet. 

• Two railway lines (and two stations) once served Shepton Mallet - the 
GWR and the Somerset and Dorset.  The "S&D" may have closed in the 
1960's, but its legacy can be seen today, notably the mighty 67 feet high, 
26 arch, curved viaduct on the eastern edge of the town 

• Collett Park opened in Shepton in 1906. 

Focus: Anglo Saxon life in Britain  

• Who were the Anglo Saxon invaders? 

 • Why did they want to settle in Britain?   

• What was it like in an Anglo Saxon village?   

• How did the Anglo Saxons find out about Christianity?   
•What is the mystery of Sutton Hoo? 
 

Topic Vocab Hunter-gatherer                                        
 Nomad Tribe 
Skara Brae                                                  

 Bronze/Iron  
Roundhouse                                               
Hillfort  

Smelting                                                     
 Druid                       
 Domesticate 

century Angles      Saxons       Jutes  
Mead        Rune          Thatch 
Wattle-and-daub  

Sutton Hoo            Lindisfarne  
Illumination           Manuscript  
Farmer-warrior 

Skills as a 
historian  

• Recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand more about what happened in the past. 

• Use various sources of evidence to answer questions and to piece together information about a period of history (primary and secondary sources). 

• Explain why some aspects of historical accounts, themes or periods are significant.  
• Children learn to communicate knowledge and understanding orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they have found out. 

• Note similarities and differences between different times eras (e.g. Bronze Age, Stone Age, Iron Age)  

• Give more than one reason to support an historical argument and begin to give opinions and challenge the opinions of others in order to answer an enquiry question. 

• Describe some relevant causes and effects for key events covered  (relate to changes in industry in Shepton Mallet)  
• Research to find answers to specific historical questions about their locality. 



 

 

 Maple History Year B 

Unit What did the Romans do for Bath?  
 

What have been the key changes in fashion in 
Britain from 1066 to the present day? 

The Victorians  
How did transport change during Victorians times? 

(Brunel)  
Curriculum 
Coverage 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. • a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

Writing 
outcome   

Diary as a person in Roman times.  Instructions how to make item of clothing  News report sailing of the SS Great Britain  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

43 AD Romans invade and Britain becomes part of the Roman Empire  
61 AD Boudicca leads the Iceni in revolt against the Romans  
70 AD Romans conquer Wales and the North  
122 – 128 AD Emperor Hadrian builds a wall on the Scottish Border  
140 AD Romans conquer Scotland  
401 – 410 AD The Romans withdraw from Britain: Anglo Saxons migrants 
begin to Settle 

The Tudors (1485 – 1603)  
The Stuarts (1603 – 1649) (1660 – 1714)  
The Georgians 1714- 1837 
The Victorians 1837 - 1901 
World War I   1914- 1918 
World War II   1939 -1945 
The Windsors (1910 – Present)  
Queen Elizabeth II (1952 - present-day) 
 
 

1806 -  Isambard Kingdom Brunel born  
1828 Thames Tunnel created 
1830 Brunel designed Clifton Suspension Bridge for a competition.  
1835 Brunel put in change of designing Great Western Railway.  
1836 Brunel formed the ‘Great Western Steamship Company’  
1837 – Queen Victoria crowned (aged 18 years). 
1844 – Factory act states children could start work from age 8 
but had to have 2 hours schooling daily. 
1847 – Factory act states women and children under 18 could 
only work 10 hours or less daily. 
1859  -Brunel dies of a stroke.  
1861 – Prince Albert dies. 
1863 – first underground railway opens in London. 
1867 – all factory workers limited to 10 hours work daily. 
1880 – Children 5-13 required to attend school (but had to pay). 
1891 – education made free and compulsory for children 5-13. 
1901 – Queen Victoria dies 

Wider 
knowledge 

This unit is structured around three sequential history enquiries:  

• When did the Romans invade and why?  

• Why did they invade Britain?   

• What was life like in Roman Bath? 
 

• Research periods of time through history and describe and 
compare clothing of men, women and children, including Tudor, 
Stuart, Victorian, Georgian, World War 1, and 2 and discuss what 
caused these changes to happen.  

• Label and describe key features the clothing style at each period of 
time. 

• Discuss what happens to old, unwanted clothes. What impact does 
this have? Positive/ Negative? 

• Brunel entered and won a competition to design a bridge over the 
Avon river gorge in Clifton, Bristol – this later became the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge. 

• Brunel was the chief engineer of the Great Western railway, and he 
designed the railway line between London and Bristol. He also 
designed the Temple Meads station in Bristol, and Paddington 
station in London. 

• Brunel also designed fast ships – the SS Great Western, the SS 
Great Britain and the SS Great Eastern. 

Topic 
 Vocab 

Empire    Aqueduct   Centurion    Emperor     Boudicca  
Chariot    Invasion 

 Compulsory   
Coronation 
Workhouse  

Skills as a 
historian  

• Recognise the part that archaeologists have had in helping us understand more about what happened in the past. 

• Use various sources of evidence to answer questions and to piece together information about a period of history (primary and secondary sources). 

• Explain why some aspects of historical accounts, themes or periods are significant.  
• Children learn to communicate knowledge and understanding orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they have found out. 

• Note similarities and differences between different times eras (in terms of clothing)  

• Give more than one reason to support an historical argument and begin to give opinions and challenge the opinions of others in order to answer an enquiry question. 

• Describe some relevant causes and effects for key events covered  (relate to changes in transport during the Victorian era).  

• Research to find answers to specific historical questions about their locality. 



 

 Rowan Class  Year A  
What was life like for the Ancient Egyptians? 

 
Who were the Ancient Greeks and what influence did they have? 

 
Curriculum 
Coverage 

the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world. 
 

Writing 
outcome  

Diary of an Egyptian Non chronological report about Greek life 
Persuasive poster to attend the Olympics  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

c.3100BC – People began to settle in the area of Ancient Egypt.  
c.2700BC – The first pyramid structure of ‘Saqqara’ was built for Pharoah Djoser.  
c.2250BC – The Great Pyramid of Giza was built.  
332BC – Greek leader, Alexander, successfully conquered Egypt, where he ruled until his death.  

776 BC  The first Olympic games were held in Olympia  
31 BC  The Romans took control of the Ptolemaic Kingdom in the Battle of Actuim, which Alexander the Great 
had set up in  
322 BC – the capital was Alexandria in Egypt; it marked the end of what had been a large Greek society, and it 
also marked the beginning of the Roman Empire  
700-480BC – Ancient Greek Empire 

Wider 
knowledge 

• Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 
• Identify and describe the reasons for the Nile’s importance in Ancient Egypt. 

• Understand the experiences of people in Ancient Egypt. 

• What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about life after death?  

• How did the Civilisation end?  

Focus 1: How can we find out about the civilisation of Ancient Greece?  
Who were the Ancient Greeks?  
What do artefacts and archaeological sites tell us about what life was like in Ancient Greece?  
  
Focus 2:  Can we thank the Ancient Greeks for anything in our lives today?  
What can we learn from our language about Ancient Greece?  
How were the Ancient Greeks governed and are there any similarities with how we are governed today?  
How have the Olympic Games changed since they were first held in Ancient Greece?  
Which is the most important legacy of the Ancient Greeks? 

Topic Vocab Pharaoh                                          Scarab  
Amulet                                            canopic jar  
Sarcophagus                                  Tomb  
Afterlife                                          Hieroglyphics   
Mummification                             Ankh               
Rosetta Stone 

Democracy Acropolis Parthenon Marathon Olympics Citizen Column 

Skills as a 
historian  

• Give more than one reason to support an historical argument.  

• Using various sources of evidence research two versions of an event and say how they differ. Begin to say how the author may be attempting to persuade or give a specific viewpoint 

• Communicate knowledge and understanding of sources orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they have found out. 
• Compare the similarities and differences of lived experiences of different historical periods objectively. 

• Appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us understand more about British lives in the present and past  

• Provide some valid reasons why changes and developments were important within the themes studied.  

• Children can place several valid causes and effects in an order of importance relating to events and developments.  

• Describe significant issues in many of the topics covered e.g. describe several of the most successful achievements of Ancient Greece. 
 



 

 Rowan Class Year B  
Unit Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 

 

 

How has crime and punishment changed from Roman times to today? 

Curriculum 
Coverage 

Viking invasion  
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England  
 

The development of the rule of law in British history from 1066 to the present day.  

Writing 
outcome 

News paper report about Viking invasion Explanation text about how crime and punishment has changed.  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

793 AD Vikings attack from Norway. They attack the monastery at Lindisfarne in Northumbria. 
865 AD Great Viking army from Denmark invades England 
866 AD Danes capture York (which the Viking called Jorvik) and make it their kingdom (land ruled by a king) 
876 AD Vikings from Denmark, Norway and Sweden settle permanently in England 
886 AD King Alfred the Great defeats the Vikings but allows them to settle in Eastern England. 
954 AD Eric Bloodaxe, the last king of Jorvik, is thrown out of York 
1001 AD Vikings land in America and establish a settlement 
1100 AD End of the Viking age. 
 

45 BC Roman tables (Roman laws)  
43- 410 AD Roman era in Britain 
410 – 1066 Anglo Saxon era 
1485 – 1603 Tudor era  
1705 – 1739 life of Dick Turpin 
18th and 19th centuries (Highway men – Dick Turpin)   
1829 development of the police force  
1837 – 1901 Victorian era  
1842 prisons started to be built 

Wider 
knowledge 

• Where did the Vikings come from and why did they come? 

• Where did they invade and settle? 

• How did the Vikings travel? (longboat design)  

• How did they try and take over Britain? 
• Viking vs Anglo Saxon struggled for the Kingdom of England 

• Describe punishments used in Roman times and explain some ways in which the Roman justice 
system has left a legacy today. 

• Compare and contrast the Anglo-Saxon and modern British justice systems 

• Explain different punishments used in Tudor times and explore which crimes were considered most 
serious 

• Form opinion about Dick Turpin based on the sources studied. 
• What things did Victorians introduce to prevent crime? 

• What are modern methods of prevention and detection? 

Topic 

Vocabulary 

Longboat 

Chieftain  
Danelaw  
Scandinavia  
 

Figurehead  

 

Legionnaires                                             tithing  

exile                                                           hue and cry  
flogging                                                     branding  
execution                                                  wergild 
British Justice system                             trials 
Vagrant                                                     treason 
Judge                                                         Highway man  
Jury                                                            victim 

Skills as a 
historian  

• Give more than one reason to support an historical argument.  

• Using various sources of evidence research two versions of an event and say how they differ. Begin to say how the author may be attempting to persuade or give a specific viewpoint 
• Communicate knowledge and understanding of sources orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they have found out. 

• Compare the similarities and differences of lived experiences of different historical periods objectively. 

• Appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us understand more about British lives in the present and past  

• Provide some valid reasons why changes and developments were important within the themes studied.  E.g. List several causes and place them in order of importance as to why the Vikings came to Britain.  
• Children can place several valid causes and effects in an order of importance relating to events and developments.  

• Describe significant issues in many of the topics covered 



 

 Willow Class  
Who were the Maya and what 

happened to them around AD 900? 
What was it like for those at home  in Britain  

during World War II? 
What was the importance of the mining industry to 

Radstock and surrounding area?  
Curriculum 
Coverage 

A non-European society that provides contrast with 
British history - one study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of Bagdad c.AD 900; Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-
1300 

a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066   

a study of an aspect of history from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the 
locality – effect of the industrial revolution on industry.  

Writing 
outcome 

Non chronological report about the Maya Diary of a child evacuated Letter about mines closing/ from a mine inspector  

Chronological 
knowledge 

 
 

750 BC  The first Maya cities developed   
50 BC  First inscription in Mayan hieroglyphs  
800-900 AD  Building of stepped pyramid of Chichen-Itza 
822 AD  City of Copan deserted  
869 AD  City of Tikal abandoned  
909 AD  Last recorded inscription of classic Maya 

30/01/1933: Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany. His Nazi Party, 
or the Third Reich, takes power and Hitler is essentially the dictator of 
Germany.  
12/03/1938: Hitler annexes the country of Austria into Germany. This is 
also called the Anschluss.  
01/09/1939: Germany invades Poland. World War II begins. 
03/09/1939: France and Great Britain declare war on Germany.  
10-22/06/1940: Germany uses quick strikes called blitzkrieg, meaning 
lightning war, to take over much of western Europe  
30/05/1940: Winston Churchill becomes leader of the British government.  
10/07/1940: Germany launches an air attack on Great Britain. These 
attacks last until the end of October and are known as the Battle of Britain. 
They are unsuccessful 06/06/1944: D-day and the Normandy invasion. 
Allied forces invade France and push back the Germans. 07/05/1945: 
Germany surrenders to the Allies 

1750 -1900 – main effects of Industrial Revolution  
19th and 20th centuries – coal mining became important in the Industrial Revolution  
Deep shaft mining in the UK began to develop extensively in 18th -20th  century 
1840 Government inspectors wrote a report which went to Parliament. This report 
stated the horrific conditions in the mines. They were cramped, poorly ventilated 
and dangerous. There were roof falls and the risk of being run over by carts 
1842 Mines and Collieries Act banned all children under the age of ten and a female 
of any age from working in the mines. 
1842 The first national miners’ union was formed  
1910 peak output for Somerset coalfield 
1939-1945-  government took control of mines during WWII 
1947 mines became nationalised  
1967 Kilmersdon mine produced its highest tonnage  
1973 last mine shut in Radstock area as pits unprofitable and machinery had its 
faults.  

Wider 
knowledge 

• Where and when did the Maya live?   

• What was life like during Maya times? 
• What inventions did the Maya create? 

• Why were Gods important to the Maya? 

• What happen to Maya civilization?  

• How do we know about the Maya today?  
  
 

Focus One: Causes of the War  

• Understand why World War II began - Chamberlain’s speech. 
Focus Two: Life In Britain during the War  

• Understand the role of women in WW2. 

• Learn about Battle of Britain  
• Learn about the Blitz and how people prepared for the bombing 

• Know why children were evacuated  
Focus Three: How did the war end? 

• History of coal mining 

• Extent of coal mining in UK and then focus on  Radstock area 
• Dangers associated with working in mines 

• Life as a miner 

• Effect of nationalisation  

• Why did the mines close? 

Topic 
Vocabulary 

Dynasty                                            Maize                                                                           
Codex                                               Hieroglyphics                                                                  
Stela                                                  Scribe                                                    
Bloodletting                                     Cacao                                                                         
Cenote 

Neville Chamberlain                                     
 Tank                    
Evacuee                                                         
  Nazi                      
Soldier                                                             

Anderson shelter  
Winston Churchill                                         
 Air raid shelter  
Ration book                                                   
 Adolf Hitler  

Land girls                                                        
 Munitions 
German Spitfire                                             
 Blitz 

Century 
Industrial revolution  
Nationalisation  

Skills as a 

historian 
• Look at two different versions of an event and say how the author may be attempting to persuade or give a specific viewpoint. 

• Describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different sources. 

• Children can sequence with independence the key events, objects, themes, societies and people. 

• Use a range of sources to support their point of view. 
• Evaluate impact of new technology through historical periods. (wheel, flint, steam engine, computer) 

• Research to find answers to specific historical questions about their locality. 

• Children can compare similarities, differences and changes within and across topics 

• Explain the role and significance of different causes and effects of a range of events and developments.  
• Explain reasons why particular aspects of a historical event, development, society or person were of particular significance. 
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ancient/modern 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) thousands of years millennium  
prehistory/history 
archaeologist archaeology  
ancient 
conquest 
invasion 
civilisation  
Emperor 
Empire 
sources 
importance significance  
legacy 
impact 
effects  
reason 
change  
continuity  
 
I think…because 
Historians think…because 
This suggests… 
Perhaps…  

 

B.C.E (Before the Common 
Era) 
C.E (The Common Era)  
culture 
achievements legacy  
democracy 
reliable/unreliable source 
consequences 
cause/s 
 
I can infer…  
My conclusion is that…. 
 
extent of change extent of continuity 
turning point 
legislation 
experiences 
oral history 
primary evidence secondary evidence 
eye witness 
that… 
impression 
interpretation 
 
On one hand… 
On the other hand… 
However…  
This source suggests that… 
This source doesn’t show… 

variety of sources  
the purpose   
bias  
propaganda 
one sided biased motive 
extent of continuity 
extent of change  
 
The source omits to 
mention… 
could have been might have been 
may  
 
 

 

 

 


